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2020 RS and ES, the numbers
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2020 Regular Session (RS)

ÅEven-numbered years are ñgeneralò sessions, 
no matters involving state taxes or tax credits 
can be heard

ÅConvened March 9, Adjourned June 1

ÅInstruments filed:

Å1,389 bills (871 House Bills/518 Senate Bills)

Å50 constitutional amendments

Å325 resolutions and study requests

2020 Extraordinary Session (ES)

ÅñCalledò by Proclamation of the Presiding 
Officers, with majority support of both 
chambers, only matters falling within the 41 
subjects listed in the call can be heard

ÅConvened June 1, Adjourned June 30

ÅInstruments filed:

Å101 bills (72 House Bills/29 Senate Bills)

Å8 constitutional amendments

Å190 resolutions and study requests

http://senate.la.gov/CommunicationOffice/NewsReleases/2020/05-28-2020.pdf


The governor announced the first "presumptive positive" case of COVID-19 in his State of
the State address to the legislature on March 9th, the first day of the Regular Session. Two
days later, the governor issued Proclamation No. 25 JBE 2020, declaring a public health
emergency in Louisiana.

The legislature announced a temporary adjournment of the Regular Session from March
16th through March 31st. After briefly meeting on March 31st to introduce bills before the
constitutionally mandated deadline, each chamber adjourned until further notice.

COVID-19 and the extraordinary measures taken to prevent excessive strain on the
state's health care system raised many questions that had no clear, equitable remedies in
Louisiana law. The legislature reconvened on May 4th and acted to provide remedies for
many of the immediate concerns raised by the public health emergency.

The lasting impact of this event is not yet known and will be studied for years to
come. However, many measures addressing future states of emergency were passed in
order to reduce the type of widespread uncertainty experienced during the COVID-19 public
health emergency.
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COVID-19 and The Public Health Emergency

https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/ExecutiveOrders/25-JBE-2020-COVID-19.pdf
https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Misc/Press_Rel/PDF/0316_2020_covid19 pt5 rev.pdf
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COVID-19 Response

Education

ÅHB 870 and SB 481 modify TOPS eligibility, including testing deadlines, 
academic progress, and home study requirements for students affected 
by COVID-19.

ÅSB 481 and SCR 23 suspend K-12 education requirements for schools, 
teachers, and students, including attendance, instructional time, teacher 
evaluations, and student assessments.  

Health Insurance

ÅSB 426 requires coverage for COVID-19 diagnostic testing and delays 
payment of any patient cost-share until 2023.

Civil & Criminal Deadlines

ÅHB 805 suspends prescriptive and peremptive periods, and other legal 
deadlines from March 17, 2020, through July 5, 2020, while maintaining 
the right to enforce any suspended claim expiring on July 6, 2020; 
otherwise ratifies suspensions contained in the governorôs proclamations.

ÅHB 421 provides for interruption and extension of bail enforcement time 
periods.

http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB870&sbi=y
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=ACT245&sbi=y
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=ACT245&sbi=y
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=SCR23&sbi=y
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=SB426&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB805&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB421&sbi=y
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COVID-19 Response

Liability Limits

ÅThe following groups are not liable for damages related to COVID-19 
exposure as long as the relevant institutional and/or public health 
guidelines are followed. This immunity does not apply to any acts of 
gross negligence or some form of intentional misconduct. 

ÅBusinesses and public entities in performance of business 
operations (HB 826, SB 435)

ÅEvent organizers (HB 826)

ÅPersonal protective equipment makers & providers (HB 826)

ÅRestaurants (SB 508)

ÅK-12 schools and postsecondary institutions (HB 59(ES))

Notarization

ÅHB 122ratifies the governorôs authorization of remote electronic 
notarial transactions executed during the public health emergency.

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB826&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=SB435&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB826&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB826&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=SB508&sbi=y
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=201ES&b=HB59&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB122&sbi=y
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Declared Emergencies

Liability Limit (SB 491) 

ÅThere shall be no liability for damages resulting from gratuitous or voluntary 
provision of emergency efforts or products during a declared state of 
emergency, unless actions are taken with gross negligence or willful 
misconduct.

Legal Proceedings

ÅSuspensions of lawïDuring a declared emergency/disaster, the Supreme 
Court shall have the authority to order the suspension of certain criminal legal 
deadlines for up to 30 days at a time (HB 759) and civil prescriptive and 
peremptive periods for up to 90 days at a time (HB 5 (ES)).

ÅCourt closures (HB 404) ïOfficial public notice can now be provided through 
an electronic bulletin board located on a centralized online portal for clerks of 
court.

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=SB491&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB759&sbi=y
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=239114&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB404&sbi=y
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Declared Emergencies

Firearms

ÅHB 746 provides that a person who is otherwise legally allowed to possess 
firearms may carry concealed firearms during a mandatory evacuation in a 
declared emergency.

ÅHB 781 provides that firearms and ammunition manufacturers, distributors, 
wholesalers, suppliers, and retailers and shooting ranges are ñessential 
businessesò whose operations shall not be restricted during a declared state 
of emergency.

Price Gouging (HB 763)

ÅDuring a declared emergency related to an abnormal economic disruption, 
excessive price increases for certain goods shall be prohibited.

Unemployment Compensation (HB 62 (ES))

ÅRequires the withholding of state income tax from unemployment 
compensation benefits. 

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB746&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB781&sbi=y
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=ACT323&sbi=y
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB62&sbi=y
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COVID-19 Relief

SB 189 and HB 9 (ES) establish the Coronavirus Local Recovery 

Allocation Program and the Louisiana Main Street Recovery Program to 

provide economic support to local governments and small businesses 

impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Main Street Recovery Program

Å$275* million total for program ï$40 million 
designated for businesses owned by 
minorities, women, and veterans

ÅSmall business grants up to $15,000

ÅAdministered by the State Treasurer

ÅAmong criteria for eligibility:

Ådomiciled in Louisiana

Åsuffered an interruption of business

Åno more than 50 full-time employees 

Ådoes not exist for the purpose of 
advancing partisan political activities

Coronavirus Local Recovery Allocation Program

Å$530* million total for program

ÅReimbursement to local governments for 
COVID-19 expenditures

ÅAdministered through the Division of 
Administration (DOA) and the Governorôs 
Office of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness (GOHSEP)

*Provided HB 70 (ES), regarding the Critical Infrastructure Workers program, becomes law, the rebate will 

be funded by transfers of $25M each from the Main Street and Local Recovery Programs. For purposes of 

this slide, those funds have already been removed from the program totals, above.

http://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=SB189&sbi=y
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=201ES&b=HB9&sbi=y
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=201ES&b=HB70&sbi=y
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Critical Infrastructure Workers Rebate

HB 70 (ES) creates a one-time hazard pay rebate of $250 for essential critical infrastructure workers.  
Those eligible for the rebate include:

ÅNurses, assistants, aides, medical residents, pharmacy staff, phlebotomists, respiratory therapists, and 
workers providing direct patient care in inpatient and outpatient dialysis facilities;

ÅHousekeeping, laundry services, food services, and waste management personnel in hospitals and 
healthcare facilities;

ÅLong-term care facility personnel, outpatient care workers, home care workers, personal assistance 
providers, home health providers, home delivered meal providers, childcare service providers;

ÅEmergency medical services (EMS) personnel, fire and rescue personnel, law enforcement personnel, 
public health epidemiologists;

ÅBus drivers; retail fuel center personnel; sanitation personnel; residential, commercial, and industrial 
solid waste and hazardous waste removal personnel; storage and disposal personnel;

ÅGrocery store, convenience store, and food assistance program personnel;

ÅMortuary service providers; and 

ÅVeterinary service staff.

http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=201ES&b=HB70&sbi=y
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Balanced State Budget, FY 2020-2021

Appropriation Bills 

ÅThe General Appropriation Bill, HB 1 (ES), contains 
$34.7B for the ordinary operating expenditures of the 
executive branch for FY 2020-2021, a $4.6B increase 
over FY 2019-2020.

Å$34.7B General Appropriations

Å$17.5B in federal funds

Å$8.5B in state general funds

Å$4.0B in statutory dedications

Å$3.1B in fees and self-generated revenues

Å$1.6B in interagency transfers

ÅWhen added to all other funds, including 
appropriations for the operation of the judiciary and the 
legislature, monetary judgments, and ancillary funding, 
the total amount of appropriations for FY 2020-2021 is 
$40.1B.

http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=201ES&b=HB1&sbi=y
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Major Drivers of the FY21 Budget Increase

Description Increase Amount

Increased Medicaid Expenditures due to COVID-19 $1,192,120,039

Hospital Money Follows the Patient Model $1,057,381,682

Federal CARES Act Funding in response to COVID-19 $523,707,108

Federal Coronavirus Relief Fund to state agencies $518,108,028

Local Recovery Allocation Program $427,651,310

Main Street Recovery Fund $275,000,000

$250 payments for essential critical infrastructure workers $50,000,000
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Legislature Addressing Budget Shortfall

ÅThe Revenue Estimating Conference met on May 11, 2020, and 
recognized revenue declines in Fiscal Years 2020 and 2021.

ÅFiscal Year 2020 ï($132 million)

ÅFiscal Year 2021 ï($900 million)

Revenue Declines

ÅReplacing State General Fund with federal recovery funds

ÅRemoving enhancements in original budget

ÅReductions to agency budgets

ÅMoving savings from Medicaid from FY2020 into FY2021

ÅUsing $90 million of Budget Stabilization Funds (Rainy Day)

Solutions to Shortfall
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CARES Act Funding to Louisiana

Coronavirus Relief Fund 
(CRF)
$1.8B

Governor's 
Emergency 

Education Relief 
Fund (GEER Fund)

$50.3M

Department of 
Education
$302.2M

Office of Public 
Health

$159.9M

Higher 
Education*

$186.8M

Emergency Food Assistance Program
$14M

*Higher Education CARES Act funding is not included in the operating budget



Included in FY 2020 and FY 2021 budgets

ÅState Allocation ($947M) ïUtilized to 
supplant State General Fund in state agencies.

ÅLocal Recovery Allocation Fund ($530M)ï
Provides payments to local governments for 
eligible COVID-19 response expenses.

ÅMain Street Recovery Fund ($275M)ï
Provides economic support to eligible 
Louisiana businesses for costs incurred in 
connection with COVID-19. 

ÅCritical Infrastructure Workers Hazard Pay 
Rebate Fund ($50M)ïProvides for one-time 
$250 hazard pay rebate to essential 
employees during the COVID-19 crisis.

State Allocation
53%

Local Recovery 
Allocation Fund

29%

Main Street 
Recovery Fund

15%

Critical Infrastructure Workers 
Hazard Pay Rebate Fund

3%

Coronavirus Relief Fund Money - $1.8B
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Prek-12 Education 
& Special Schools

$3.8B

Health Care
$2.4B

Higher Ed
$965M

Public Safety
$404M

Other 
Requirements

$405M

General 
Government

$308M

Children & Family 
Services
$212M

Other
$925M

State General Fund (SGF) Allocation, HB 1 (ES)
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